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COMBAT FORMATIONS

COMPOSITION OF

% R

Ha. 1
1= T }-

LEQUT DRIFLEMAMD

IR FLLmAN?
i’u
1nuun
LEADER
.ﬂ -
T ETTLEL
% WIFLEWAN >_
L_[-1®
;s|1lith7
tuTomatic
rirgguan
a, l
J.l:lallll-'l'lulu
BELRER
j; “
Mo, 1 -
EIFLIMAN

o . &
11Fthl\

L1 \11E:E

BIFLE-

MM <> -
ﬁ R =
L

#y FLEWis

Wa. Vi %
wssisTant il -

sogun ™

42 LEARER

THE RIFLE

This ia Ab!t. e

THE SECURITY

Thia is Blkar. .

THE BASE OF FIRE

This is ']hnlnr. .

THE MAMEUYER |WG ELEMENT

SQUAD



I

COMBAT FORMATIONS

USES OF COMBAT FORMATIONS

SEIRMISHERS

The Skir=mish Line i3z more difficult te control than ether forma-
tioms, but is less vunerable to ene=y fire fro= the front. It may be
wied to evable the entire squad to Airect fire to the front issediate-
1y on ¢ontact with the ene=v (Fie. 13 in crotsing open avreas that
can't be avoided (Fig. 2): and for rapid dasher across shelled areas

[(Fig. 3.



COMBAT FORMATIONS

USES OF COMBAT FORMATIONS

SQUAD COLUMN

The Squad Column igeasily controlled and =aneuvered., It is suiv-
able for cressing open areas exposed toartillery fire (Fig. 1} mowve-

ment theough parrow trails (Fig, 23 and in darkness (Fig. 31



Reconnaissance of woods. The near edges of woods should always be approached with
caution, the platoon being halted if necessary. The scouts reconnoiter in pairs, one man
entering the woods, the other remaining at the edge to maintain contact with the platoon.
The scout who enters proceeds to the limit of visability. If no sign of the enemy is
discovered, he signals "Forward," which signal is transmitted to the platoon by the scout
remaining at the edge of the woods. The scouts remain as they are until the advanced
elements of the platoon reach the edge of the woods. In passing through the woods,
distances and intervals are reduced so that adjacent pairs of scouts can see each other and
the platoon runners in rear.
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Plaie 21. Approaching a Weood,






